
 

THE PLANNING ACT 2008 

THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (EXAMINATION PROCEDURE) RULES 2010 ORDER GRANTING DEVELOPMENT 
CONSENT 

Proposed National Grid (Richborough Connection Project) Development Consent Order 

Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN020017 

DOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL - COMMENTS ON DCO 2.1 (C) [REP6-003] 

Deadline 7  

COMMENTS ARISING FROM THE ISSUE SPECIFIC HEARING ON THE DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER 
  

Reference 
ID 

DCO reference Current wording  - outstanding 
matter  

Suggested change 
Page no.  Section 

 
1.1 11 Part 1, 2 Interpretation Typo reference to Part 7 of 

Schedule 2 in respect of the 
trees and hedgerows to be 
removed etc plans. 
  

Should be ‘Part 8 of Schedule 2’  

1.2 13 Part 2, Article 7(2) The DCO does not set out what 
the process involved in the 
requirement to ‘consult’.  
 
Article 45 sets out the procedure 
regarding certain approvals, etc 
but this relates to the procedure 
for an application or request 
made by the applicant to specific 
statutory bodies and not how the 
applicant should consult. 
 

Define ‘consult’ in Part 1, 2 
Interpretation, to include 
consultation in writing, or insert ‘in 
writing’ after ‘consult’, or include a 
separate subsection in Article 45 
on the requirement of the applicant 
when consulting a statutory body. 
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1.4 19 Part 3, Article 18 (1) 

(d)  
 
 
 
 
 
Article 18 (3) and (4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article 18 (1) (b) refers to 
excavations and bore holes in 
addition to trial holes, but 
excavations are excluded in 18 
(1) (d). 
 
Article 18 (3)(c) and (4) refer only 
to the making of trial holes.  As 
drafted consent would not be 
needed from the highway or 
street authority for bore holes or 
excavations, but would needed 
for trial holes. 

Insert ‘and excavations ‘after ‘bore 
holes’ in Article 18 (1)(b) 
 
 
 
 
Insert ‘bore holes and excavations’ 
after ‘trial holes’, in Article 18 (3) 
(c) and (4). 
 
 
 
 

1.5 26 Article 28 (5)(c) Reference is made to 
‘surrounding ground levels’.  This 
is ambiguous and should be 
more specific. 
 

It is suggested that word 
‘surrounding’ should be replaced 
with the word ‘adjoining’.  
 

1.6 28 Article 29 (5) (c) 
 
Article 29 (6) 

As 1.5 above 
 
This Article relates to temporary 
use of land during the 
construction period and 29 (6) 
requires all temporary works to 
be removed when giving up 
temporary possession of the 
land. Article 29 (1)(c) provides for 
means of access and buildings to 
be constructed on land under 
temporary possession.  The 
removal of such temporary 
buildings and accesses should 

As 1.5 above 
 
At 29 (c) insert ‘temporary’ after 
means of access) and’  
 
At 29 (6) Insert ‘(including the 
provision of means of access) and 
temporary buildings’ after 
‘temporary works’.   
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also be required. 
 

1.7 29 Article 30 (1)(b) 
 
 
 
 
Article 30 (5) 

Any buildings that would be 
required during any maintenance 
period would be temporary.  This 
is not reflected in the current 
drafting.  
 
This subsection requires the 
removal of only the temporary 
works whereas the Article 
provides for buildings and 
accesses. The removal of these 
to reflect 30(1)(b) should be 
included. 
 

Insert ‘temporary’ before 
‘buildings’. 
 
 
 
 
Insert ‘(including the provision of 
means of access) and temporary 
buildings’ after ‘temporary works’.   
 

1.8 32 Article 37 (1)(b)(i) The NVMP is now proposed 
under the CEMP and is included 
as a ‘daughter’ document, no 
longer prepared under 
Requirement 6 (as drafted). 

Remove ‘prepared under 
requirement 5 of Schedule 3 
(requirements) to this Order’ and 
replace with ‘included as part of 
the CEMP’. 
 

1.11 34 Article 40 DDC previously requested in that 
this Article be subject to the 
THPS (to be submitted pursuant 
to Requirement 10) so as to 
ensure protection of existing 
trees and hedgerows.  In the 
absence of this caveat, this 
Article would appear to be at 
odds with Schedule 3, 
Requirement 10 (3) which states 
that ‘the trees, groups of trees 

It is suggested that an additional 
sub-section be inserted as follows 
after sub-section (2) – ‘ any activity  
authorised by paragraph (1) must 
be carried out in accordance with 
the Tree and Hedgerow Protection 
Strategy (THPS) approved 
pursuant to Requirement 10 ‘.  
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and hedgerows identified in the 
THPS referred to in sub-
paragraph (1) must not be felled 
or otherwise removed in 
connection with the construction 
of the authorised development’. 
 
It is noted that this Article relates 
to construction, maintenance and 
operation periods and 
Requirement 10 relates only to 
the construction period, thereby 
only offering protection during the 
construction period, which would 
also need to be caveated.  
 

2.1 44 Schedule 1 – 
Associated 
Development sub-
section j 

Reference is made here to works 
to include the construction of a 
number of associated 
developments, all of which are 
temporary and provided during 
the construction period.  
Consistent with comments at 1.6 
and 1.7 above, such 
development should be detailed 
as temporary. 
 

Insert ‘temporary’ before each 
specific development or insert ‘all 
of which are temporary during the 
construction period’ after ‘and 
haulage roads’.  

2.5 54 Schedule 3 
Requirement 1 

‘the tree and hedgerow 
protection strategy’ – is not 
specific in requiring a plan 
showing locations of trees to be 
provided in addition to the 
details. 

Insert ‘identifying the locations of 
and’, after, ‘means the plan’. 
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2.7 53 Schedule 3 
Requirement 3 

The concern at the inclusion of 
‘general’ in this Requirement was 
raised at an early stage with the 
Applicants and is discussed at 
SOCG ID 4.20.4 [REP6-012].  
Whilst the Joint Councils accept 
the position stated by the 
Applicants in respect of ‘general’ 
being bound by the Order limits, 
and as more recently discussed 
at the DCO ISH, understanding 
that this would be within the 
Limits of Deviation, the Joint 
Councils suggest that this should 
also be made clearer in this 
Requirement. 
 
There is currently no procedure 
in place in the DCO as drafted to 
ensure that where there are 
permitted deviations from the 
works plans referred to in Article 
5  that the relevant authority’s will 
be made aware of such changes 
and have a record of such.  This 
could cause issues when third 
party enquiries are received 
about works being undertaken, 
and any monitoring.   
 
The issue relating to the question 
as to whether or not a change is 

Insert ‘and within the Limits of 
Deviation’ after ‘with the design 
drawings’.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Insert a sub paragraph ‘any 
change(s) to the development 
shown on the design drawings 
shall be submitted to the relevant 
planning authority’.  
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material or not and the formal 
process for such was 
commented on by DDC in REP2-
065 in response to Q1.5.34.  If 
‘general ‘ is to remain in the 
Requirement it would be helpful 
to understand at what point the 
Applicant should be engaging 
this formal mechanism for 
amending a DCO. 
 

2.8 55 Schedule 3 
Requirement 4 

4(1) refers to consultation with 
the highway authority, but given 
that approval of the stages will 
affect all other statutory bodies at 
some later point, it is considered 
that consultation should include 
the relevant sewerage authority, 
drainage authority, Environment 
Agency, Natural England, as 
consultation on Requirement 6. 
 
As drafted there is no 
requirement for the stages to be 
implemented as approved, which 
would mean the stages would be 
unenforceable.   Please refer to 
DDC’s previous comments at 
Q1.5.33 [REP2-065].  
 

Insert ‘relevant sewerage 
authority, drainage authority, 
Natural England and the 
Environment Agency’ after 
highway authority, as may be 
appropriate to the relevant stage 
concerned’ after ‘with the highway 
authority’.  
 
 
 
 
Insert an additional sub-paragraph 
“the development shall be 
implemented in accordance with 
the approved written scheme”. 
 

2.9 55 Schedule 3 
Requirement 6 

The definitions of the plans, 
schemes or strategies at 6 (a-h) 
are inconsistent.  All should refer 

Site Waste Management Plan 
definition needs a specific 
reference to the CEMP. 
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to the CEMP.    

The Tree and Hedgerow 
Protection Strategy needs a 
specific reference to the CEMP. 
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